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generation of the sensation itself. For even
sensation, as a newly manifested internal phe-
nomenon of the soul, which as a substance
stands in a mechanical relation of reciprocal
action with the elements of the body, can not
merely arise on occasion of nerve-stimulation;
part of the latter must be utilized in its pro-
duction. The stimuli of light and sound
constantly acting on us keep within these
limits of intensity, and we are not aware of
any special corrective agency by which their
influence require to be adjusted. If, on the
other hand, external impressions reach a pain-
ful degree of strength, we must expect to find
a corresponding provision of means for their
removal. Now, as it is the office of the nerve-
filaments to transmit to the brain the stimu-
lations received at their extremities, it is not
to be supposed that this provision can consist
in any sudden hindrance to transmission, or
In any considerably increased distribution of
the stimulation in all directions. Both are un-
favorable to the natural function of the sen-
sory nerve, and we may look on it as uni-
versally characteristic of the organization that
it meets threatening disturbances not with
new and unusual means, but with means of
a type that has already appeared in the
healthy condition. So long, then, as the in-
tensity of the stimulus does not directly injure
the nerve, and thereby, of course, preclude
the further effects of a too violent impression,
140